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Q1 How long is the term of a 
SPC deputy and CPPCC 
member? Is there a cap? 

For both deputies to people’s con-
gresses and political advisers of the 
CPPCC, one term lasts five years. 
There is no cap as to the number of 
terms they can serve.

Q2 Can foreigners serve as  
a SPC deputy or CPPCC 
member?

Any Chinese citizen who is 18 or 
older and who’s not deprived of his 
or her political rights can be elected 
as a deputy to people’s congresses. 
Foreign nationals are not entitled to 
candidacy in the elections of people’s 
congresses.

The CPPCC members include repre-
sentatives of the CPC, non-Communist 
political parties, non-partisan people, 
ethnic minorities and other social 

organizations, as well as compatriots 
of the Hong Kong Special Administra-
tive Region, the Macau Special Ad-
ministrative Region, Taiwan Island and 
returned overseas Chinese. 

In days gone by, foreigners natural-
ized in China served as CPPCC mem-
bers, such as American-born Chinese 
translator and writer Sidney Shapiro.

Q3
Are SPC deputies and 
CPPCC members all 
members of the CPC?

Some SPC deputies and CPPCC 
members are from the CPC, while 
many others are from non-Communist 
political parties or are non-partisan.

Q4 What jobs do SPC 
deputies and CPPCC 
members do?

Both come from all walks of life. 
China’s Election Law stipulates 

that deputies to people’s congresses 
should have a broad representa-
tion while a certain number of slots 
should be reserved for those from the 
grassroots level, especially for factory 
workers, farmers and intellectuals. The 
law requires that the percentage of 
women deputies should be gradually 
increased.

The CPPCC has representatives 
from different fields in society, includ-
ing science, economy, education, 
sports, press, medicine and health, 
arts and religion.

Q5 How many suggestions or 
proposals did SPC 
deputies and CPPCC 

members make at the last 
session?

SPC deputies forwarded 1,179 
suggestions to relevant government 
departments in 2020, 906 of which 
were accepted, which means that 

the government promised to take 
action on them.

CPPCC members received 912 pro-
posals during last year’s two sessions, 
with over 44 percent about city’s social 
construction and 36 percent about 
economic construction.

Q6 What are legislation 
proposals?

SPC deputies can raise proposals to 
the congresses to make or revise laws. 

A legislation proposal should be 
backed up by at least 10 deputies. The 
floor for the proposals is open with the 
decision of the standing committee to 
convene a session of the congress. 

Proposals that are voted through 
by the plenary at the session will be 
deliberated during the session, others 
will be deliberated afterwards. Depu-
ties will be notified of the result of the 
deliberation on their proposals by the 
next session.

What are the city’s 
Two Sessions?

Two Sessions Major Reports Examined

Government 
Work Report

Shanghai’s most important annual political 
conferences are held between January 19 and 
23. Here is everything you need to know about 
this year’s Two Sessions.

Mark Your Calendar

The SPC session closes and 
CPPCC Shanghai Committee 
closes a day earlier. 

The SPC session opened 
and  Shanghai Mayor 
Gong Zheng delivered the 
government work report. 

The CPPCC Shanghai 
Committee session opened.

Jan
20

Jan
19

Jan
23

CPPCC Shanghai 
Committee
The city’s top political 
advisory body

Shanghai High 
People’s Court 
Work Report

SPC Standing 
Committee  
Work Report

Implementation of the city’s annual plan on 
economic and social development for 2021; 
a draft plan for 2022

City’s budget for 2021 and draft 
budget for 2022

Shanghai People’s 
Procuratorate 
Work Report

Shanghai People’s 
Congress
The city’s legislative body of 
deputies elected by voters

SPC deputies  
 in this year’s session863

 Members of the  
CPPCC Shanghai Committee857
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